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HR 10 ORIGINAL 20120
1 House Resolution
2 A resolution establishing the Rules of the House of
3 Representatives of the State of Florida for the 2012-
4 2014 term.
5
6 Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
7 Florida:
8
9 That the following rules shall govern the House of

10| Representatives of the State of Florida for the 2012-2014 term:
11

12 RULES OF THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
13

14 RULE ONE—LEGISLATIVE ORGANIZATION

15

16 1.1-Officers of the House

17 (a) CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS. Pursuant to Section 2 of

18| Article III of the State Constitution:

19 (1) The House shall choose a permanent presiding officer,
20 designated the "Speaker."

21 (2) The House hereby designates as its clerk the Clerk of
22 the House (hereinafter "Clerk"), to be appointed and serve in
23 accordance with these rules.

24 (b) HOUSE LEADERSHIP. In addition to the Speaker, the

25 House shall choose a Speaker pro tempore, who shall serve in
26 accordance with Rule 2.5. The Speaker shall appoint a Majority
27 Leader from among the members of the Majority Conference to

28 serve at the pleasure of the Speaker. The Minority Conference
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29| shall select a Minority Leader from among the members of the

30| Minority Conference.

31 (c) OTHER OFFICERS. The Speaker shall appoint a Clerk and
32 a Sergeant at Arms, who shall be employees of the House.

33
34 1.2—Political Party Conferences

35 Conference rules shall be interpreted and enforced solely by the
36| respective caucuses.

37
38 1.3—Seating Challenges

39 In the case of a contest for a seat in the House, notice setting
40 forth the specific grounds of such contest and the supporting

41 evidence must have been received by the Clerk not less than 5

42| days before the organization session of the Legislature. No

43| motion to disqualify a member shall be in order at the

44 organization session until a Speaker has been elected in

45 accordance with the State Constitution. In the case of a special
46| election, notice must have been received by the Clerk not less
477 than 5 days before the next regular or special session convenes.
48 If the election is during a session or less than 5 days before
49 the next session, the notice must have been received on the next
50 legislative day following the receipt of certified election

51 results. A contest setting forth facts sufficient to warrant

52 review shall be referred by the Speaker to an appropriate

53 committee or subcommittee. The committee or subcommittee shall
54 conduct hearings as required and report its findings and

55 recommendations to the House. Upon receipt of the committee or

56 subcommittee report, the House shall convene with all dispatch
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57 to determine the contest by a majority vote.
58
59 RULE TWO—POWERS, DUTIES, AND RIGHTS OF THE SPEAKER
60
61 2.1—Presiding

62 The Speaker shall take the chair and call the House to order at
63 the hour appointed for meeting and, if a quorum is present,

64 shall proceed with the order of business.

65
66 2.2—Interpreting Rules

67 The Speaker shall interpret, apply, and enforce the Rules of the
68 House.

69
70 2.3—Deciding Questions of Order

71 (a) DETERMINATION BY THE SPEAKER. All questions of order
72 shall be presented to the Speaker for determination. The Speaker
73| may require the member raising a point of order to cite the rule
74 or other authority in support of the question. The Speaker may
75 decide the question of order, put such question to the House, or
76| refer such gquestion to the chair of the Rules & Calendar

77 Committee for a recommendation to the Speaker. Any decision of
78 the Speaker on a point of order is subject to an appeal to the
79| House made timely and separately by any five members.

80 (b) QUESTIONS OF ORDER ARISING IN COMMITTEE OR

81 SUBCOMMITTEE. A question of order may be certified by a

82 committee or subcommittee chair to the Speaker for determination
83 as any other question of order. A question of order decided in

84 committee or subcommittee may be appealed to the Speaker,
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85| provided the appeal is announced in the committee or

86 subcommittee meeting, presented in writing, signed by two

87 members of the committee or subcommittee, and delivered to the
88 applicable chair before 4:30 p.m. the next day (excluding

89 Saturdays, Sundays, and official state holidays). The appeal

90| must then be immediately certified by the chair to the Speaker,
91| who shall decide the guestion as any other question of order.

92 The certification or appeal of a question arising in committee
93| or subcommittee does not constitute an automatic stay of further
94 action on the measure to which the question relates.

95 (c) APPEAL TO THE HOUSE. When a decision of the Speaker on
96 a question of order is appealed, the Speaker shall put the

97 appeal to the House. No member may speak more than once, or for
98| more than 3 minutes, on an appeal unless given leave by the

99| House by majority vote.
100 (d) DECISIONS NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL. Responses to
101| parliamentary ingquiries and decisions of recognition made by the
102 Speaker may not be appealed.
103
104 2.4—Execution of Documents
105 The Speaker shall sign all bills and all writs, warrants, and
106 subpoenas issued by order of the House, all of which shall be
107 attested to by the Clerk. The Speaker may delegate the authority
108 to sign papers authorizing payments or other papers of an
109 administrative nature.
110
111 2.5—Appointment of a Temporary Presiding Officer

112 (a) The Speaker may appoint any member to perform the
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113| duties of presiding officer for a temporary period of time not
114 to extend beyond a single legislative day.

115 (b) If the Speaker is absent and has not appointed a

116| presiding officer pursuant to subsection (a), the Speaker pro
117 tempore shall act as presiding officer during the Speaker's

118 absence. However, if the Speaker pro tempore is also absent and
119| has not appointed a presiding officer pursuant to subsection
120 (a), the chair of the Rules & Calendar Committee shall act as
121| presiding officer during the absence of both the Speaker and
122 Speaker pro tempore.

123 (c) Upon the Speaker's incapacity or other inability to
124 serve, the Speaker pro tempore shall exercise the duties,

125| powers, and prerogatives of the Speaker during the period of
126| such incapacity or other inability to serve.

127 (d) The Speaker pro tempore shall exercise the duties,
128| powers, and prerogatives of the Speaker in the event of the

129 Speaker's death or resignation until the Speaker's successor is
130 elected.

131
132 2.6—Protecting the Interests of the House

133 The Speaker may initiate, defend, intervene in, or otherwise

134| participate in any suit on behalf of the House, a committee or
135 subcommittee of the House, a member of the House (whether in the
136| legal capacity of member or otherwise), a former member of the
137 House, or an officer, employee, or agent of the House when the
138 Speaker determines that such suit is of significant interest to
139| the House.

140
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141 2.7—Control of House Facilities

142 The Speaker shall have administrative control of the Chamber

143| when the House is not in session and of every other room, lobby,
144 and gallery of the House.

145
146 RULE THREE—MEMBERS
147
148 3.1—Membership

149 The House shall exercise its right to be the sole judge of the
150 qualifications, elections, and returns of its members.

151
152 3.2—Voting Obligation

153 Except when abstention is required, every member shall have an
154| obligation to vote on all matters that come before the House in
155 session or before any committee or subcommittee to which the

156| member is appointed. A member may not vote by proxy. A member
157| may register an electronic vote in the Chamber for another

158| member at the other member's specific request and direction,

159| provided the requesting member is in the Chamber during the

160 vote.

161 (a) ABSTENTION ON MATTERS OF SPECIAL PRIVATE GAIN OR LOSS.
162 A member may not vote on any measure that the member knows would
163 inure to the member's special private gain or loss. The member
164| must disclose the nature of the member's interest in the matter
165 from which the member is required to abstain.

166 (b) DISCLOSURE ON MATTERS OF SPECIAL PRIVATE GAIN OR LOSS
167 TO FAMILY OR PRINCIPALS.

168 (1) When voting on any measure that the member knows would
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169| dinure to the special private gain or loss of:

170 a. Any principal by whom the member or the member's

171 spouse, parent, or child is retained or employed;

172 b. Any parent organization or subsidiary of a corporate
173| principal by which the member is retained or employed; or

174 c. A relative or business associate of the member,

175
176| the member must disclose the nature of the interest of such

177 person in the outcome of the vote.

178 (2) For the purpose of this rule, the term:

179 a. "Relative" means any father, mother, son, daughter,

180 husband, wife, brother, sister, father-in-law, mother-in-law,
181 son-in-law, or daughter-in-law.

182 b. "Business associate" means any person or entity engaged
183| 1in or carrying on a business enterprise with the member as a

184| partner, joint venturer, corporate shareholder where the shares
185| of such corporation are not listed on any national or regional
186 stock exchange, or co-owner of property.

187 (c) METHODS OF DISCLOSURE. If the vote is taken on the

188 floor, disclosure under this rule or under any related law shall
189| Dbe accomplished by filing with the Clerk, within 15 days after
190 the vote occurs, a memorandum the substance of which shall be
191| printed in the Journal. If the vote is taken in a committee or
192 subcommittee, the memorandum shall be filed, within 15 days

193 after the vote occurs, with the committee or subcommittee

194 administrative assistant, who shall file such memorandum in the
195| committee or subcommittee files and with the Clerk.

196
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197 3.3—Attendance Obligation

198 (a) COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING ATTENDANCE. A

199| member shall attend all meetings of committees and subcommittees
200 to which appointed unless excused by the chair or by the

201 Speaker. Excuse from a House session shall constitute excuse

202 from that day's meetings. Failure to attend two consecutive

203 meetings, unless excused, shall constitute automatic removal

204 from the committee or subcommittee and create a vacancy. Upon
205 notification of automatic removal, the Speaker may make an

206| appointment to fill such wvacancy.

207 (b) SESSION ATTENDANCE.

208 (1) A member may not be absent from the sessions of the
209 House without approval from the Speaker. Upon written request of
210 a member submitted in a timely manner, the Speaker may, by

211 written notice to the Clerk, excuse the member from attendance
212 for any stated period. It shall be the responsibility of the

213 excused member to advise the Clerk when leaving and returning to
214 the Chamber.

215 (2) Any member who has answered roll call, either orally
216 or by electronic means, at the opening of any daily session, or
217 who enters after the initial gquorum call and informs the Clerk
218 of the member's presence, shall thereafter be presumed present
219| unless necessarily prevented or leave of absence is obtained

220 from the Speaker. The Speaker shall make any determination as to
221 whether a member was necessarily prevented.

222
223 3.4—0Open Meetings

224 (a) Subject to order and decorum, each member shall
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225| provide reasonable access to members of the public to any

226| meeting between such member and more than one other member of
227 the Legislature, if such members of the public have requested
228 admission and such meeting has been prearranged for the purpose
229 of agreeing to take formal legislative action on pending

230 legislation or amendments at such meeting or at a subsequent

231 time.

232 (b) Subject to order and decorum, a member of the public
233| requesting admission shall have reasonable access to any meeting
234 between the Speaker, the Senate President, or the Governor, if
235 such meeting has been prearranged for the purpose of agreeing to
236 take formal legislative action on pending legislation or

237 amendments at a subsequent time.

238 (c) No meeting required by these rules to be open to

239| members of the public shall be conducted in the Members' Lounge,
240 at any location that is closed to the public, or at any location
241 that a participating member knows prohibits admission on the

242| basis of race, religion, gender, national origin, physical

243 disability, or similar classification.

244 (d) Meetings conducted in the Chamber of either the House
245 or the Senate while such body is in session shall be considered
246 to be held at a location providing reasonable access to, and to
247 be reasonably open to, the public.

248 (e) When the number of persons attending a meeting subject
249 to this rule must be limited because of space considerations or
250 otherwise for the maintenance of order or decorum, at least one
251 representative each of the print, radio, and television media

252 shall be included among the members of the public admitted, if
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253 such persons have requested admission.

254 (£) For the purpose of this rule, and as used in Section 4
255 of Article III of the State Constitution, legislation shall be
256 considered pending if filed with the Clerk. An amendment shall
257| be considered pending if it has been delivered to the

258 administrative assistant of a committee or subcommittee in which
259 the legislation is pending or to the Clerk, if the amendment is
260 to a bill that has been reported favorably by each committee or
201 subcommittee of reference, and the term "formal legislative

262 action" shall include any vote of the House or Senate, or of a
263 committee or subcommittee of either house, on final passage or
264 on a motion other than a motion to adjourn or recess.

265
266 RULE FOUR—-DUTIES OF CLERK, SERGEANT AT ARMS, AND EMPLOYEES
267
268 4.1-The Clerk

269 (a) The Clerk serves at the pleasure of the Speaker. The
270 Clerk shall:

271 (1) Be the custodian of all bills, resolutions, and

272 memorials. No member or other person may take possession of an
273 original bill, after filing, with the intention of depriving the
274 Legislature of its availability for consideration.

275 (2) Provide for the keeping of a complete record of

276 introduction and action on all bills, resolutions, and

277 memorials, including each number, each sponsor, each cosponsor,
278 a brief description of the subject matter, and each committee
279 and subcommittee reference.

280 (3) Keep a correct journal of proceedings of the House.
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281 The Journal shall be numbered serially and published from the
282 first day of each session of the Legislature.

283 (4) Superintend the engrossing and transmitting of bills,
284 resolutions, and memorials and approve the enrolling of all

285 House bills.

286 (5) Sign and receive necessary papers in the name of the
287 House between a general election and election of the Speaker.
288 (6) Perform any other duties assigned by the Speaker.

289 (b) It shall be a ministerial duty of the Clerk to attest
290 to all writs issued by order of the House and to the passage of
291 all legislative measures.

292
293 4.2—The Sergeant at Arms

294 The Sergeant at Arms (hereinafter "Sergeant") serves at the

295 pleasure of the Speaker. The Sergeant shall attend the House
296| during its sittings and maintain order under the direction of
297 the Speaker or other presiding officer. In case of any

298 disturbance or disorderly conduct within the Chamber, corridors,
299| passages, lobby, galleries, or rooms of the House, whether in
300 the Capitol or elsewhere, the Speaker may order the Sergeant to
301 suppress the same and may order the Sergeant to remove any

302| person creating any disturbance. The Sergeant will ensure that
303 no person is admitted to the Chamber except in accordance with
304 these rules or as directed by the Speaker. The Sergeant shall
305 oversee the security of the House and its members when engaged
306 in their constitutional duties and perform other duties under
307 the command and supervision of the Speaker.

308
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309 4.3—The Employees

310 The Speaker shall employ all employees of the House and shall
311 determine their qualifications, duties, hours of work, and

312 compensation, including perquisites and other benefits. All

313 employees work for and serve at the pleasure of the Speaker. The
314 Speaker has the right to dismiss any employee of the House

315 without cause, and the pay of such employee shall stop on the
316| designated day of dismissal. Except when operating under

317 direction from a member with authority over the designated

318 employee, no House employee shall seek to influence the passage
319 or rejection of proposed legislation.

320
321 RULE FIVE—FORM AND INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
322
323 5.1-"Bill" Stands for All Legislation

324 Except when the context otherwise indicates, "bill," as used in
325 these rules, means a bill, joint resolution, concurrent

326 resolution, resolution, memorial, or other measure upon which a
327 committee or subcommittee may be required to report.

328
329| 5.2—Member Bill Filing Deadline

330 Filing deadlines for member bills shall be as follows:

331 (a) No general bill, local bill, joint resolution,

332 concurrent resolution (except one relating to extension of a
333 session or legislative organization or procedures), substantive
334| House resolution, or memorial shall be given first reading

335| wunless approved for filing with the Clerk no later than noon of

336| the first day of the regular session.
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337 (b) No ceremonial resolution shall be given first reading
338 unless approved for filing with the Clerk before the 46th day of
339 the regular session.

340
341 5.3—Limitation on Member Bills Filed

342 (a) A member may not file more than six bills for a

343 regular session. Of the six bills, at least two must be approved
344 for filing with the Clerk no later than noon of the 6th Tuesday
345 before the first day of the regular session. For purposes of

346 this rule, the member considered to have filed a bill is the

347 first-named sponsor of the bill.

348 (b) Bills not counted toward these limits include:
349 (1) Local bills, including local claim bills.

350 (2) Ceremonial House resolutions.

351 (3) Memorials.

352 (4) Concurrent resolutions relating to extension of a

353 session or legislative organization or procedures.

354 (5) Trust fund bills adhering to another bill.

355 (6) Public records or public meetings exemption bills

356 adhering to another bill.

357 (7) General bills adhering to a joint resolution.

358 (8) Bills that only repeal or delete, without substantive
359 replacement, at least a paragraph of the Florida Statutes or
360 Laws of Florida.

301 (9) Bills withdrawn from further consideration prior to
362 the applicable filing deadline.

363

364 5.4—Forms of Measures; Sponsorship Transactions
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365 (a) To be acceptable for introduction, all bills shall be
366| produced in accordance with standards approved by the Speaker.
367 (b) No member may be added or deleted as a sponsor or

368 cosponsor of a bill without the member's consent. A member

369| desiring to be a cosponsor must submit to the Clerk a

370 cosponsorship request agreed to by the first-named sponsor. A
371| member may withdraw as a cosponsor by submitting a request to
372 the Clerk.

373 (c) Bills that propose to amend existing provisions of law
374 shall contain the full text of the section, subsection, or

375| paragraph to be amended. Joint resolutions that propose to amend
376| the State Constitution shall contain the full text of the

377 section to be amended. As to those portions of general bills and
378 joint resolutions that propose to amend existing provisions of
379 the Florida Statutes or the State Constitution, words to be

380 added shall be inserted in the text underlined and words to be
381| deleted shall be struck through with hyphens. If the change in
382 language 1is so general that the use of these procedures would
383 hinder, rather than assist, the understanding of the amendment,
384 it is not necessary to use the coded indicators of words added
385 or deleted, but, in lieu thereof, a notation similar to the

386 following shall be inserted immediately preceding the affected
387 section of the bill: "Substantial rewording of section. See s.
388 . « ., F.S., for present text." When such a notation is used,
389 the notation, as well as the substantially reworded text, shall
390| be underlined. The words to be deleted and the above-described
391 indicators of such words and of new material are for information

392 and guidance and do not constitute a part of the bill under
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393| consideration. Numerals in the margins of the line-numbered

394| pages do not constitute a part of the bill and are shown on each
395| page only for convenience in identifying lines. Section

396 catchlines of existing text shall not be underlined, nor shall
397 any other portion of a bill covered by this rule other than new
398| material.

399
400 5.5—Local Bills

401 (a) A committee or subcommittee may not report a local

402| bill favorably if the substance of the local bill may be enacted
403 into law by ordinance of a local governing body without the

404 legal need for a referendum.

405 (b) A local bill that provides an exemption from general
406| law may not be placed on the Special Order Calendar in any

407 section reserved for the expedited consideration of local bills.
408 (c) All local bills, including local claim bills, must

409| either, as required by Section 10 of Article III of the State
410| Constitution, embody provisions for a ratifying referendum

411 (stated in the title as well as in the text of the bill) or be
412 accompanied by an affidavit of proper advertisement, securely
413 attached to the original bill ahead of its first page.

414
415 5.6—Claim Bills

416 (a) The Speaker may appoint a Special Master to review a
417 claim bill or conduct a hearing, if necessary. The Special

418| Master may administer an oath to all witnesses, accept relevant
419| documentary and tangible evidence offered as deemed necessary,

420 and record the hearing. The Special Master may prepare a final
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421 report containing findings of fact, conclusions of law, and

422 recommendations. The report shall be signed by the Special

423 Master, who shall be available, in person, to explain his or her
424 report to any committee or subcommittee of reference.

425 (b) Stipulations entered into by the parties are not

426| binding on the Special Master or the House or any of its

427 committees or subcommittees.

428 (c) The hearing and consideration of a claim bill shall be
429| held in abeyance until all available administrative and judicial
430 remedies have been exhausted, except that the hearing and

431 consideration of a claim that is still within the judicial or
432 administrative system may proceed when the parties have executed
433 a written settlement agreement.

434
435 5.7-Reviser's Bills

436| Reviser's bills shall be introduced by the Rules & Calendar
437| Committee, which may request prior review by another committee
438 or subcommittee.

439
440 5.8—Memorials

441| A memorial expresses the opinion of the Legislature to the
442 Federal Government. All memorials shall contain the resolving
443 clause "Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of

444 Florida:".

445
446 5.9—House Resolutions; Concurrent Resolutions; Tributes

447 (a) All House resolutions and all concurrent resolutions

448 originating in the House shall contain a title and a resolving
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449 clause. In the case of House resolutions, the resolving clause
450 shall be "Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the
451 State of Florida:". In the case of concurrent resolutions

452 originating in the House, the resolving clause shall be "Be It
453 Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

454 Florida, the Senate Concurring:". Concurrent resolutions

455 originating in the House shall present only questions pertaining
456 to extension of a session, enactment of joint rules,

457| ratification of federal constitutional amendments,

458 communications with the judiciary, actions taken pursuant to

459 federal law not requiring gubernatorial approval, or other

460 exclusively legislative matters.

461 (b) All ceremonial House resolutions shall be reviewed and
462| approved by the chair of the Rules & Calendar Committee before
463| introduction.

464 (c) Copies of House resolutions shall be furnished by the
465 Clerk. The Secretary of State shall be requested to prepare

466| certified copies of concurrent resolutions after their adoption.
467 (d) Any matter commemorating local achievement,

468 condolences, or other recognition shall be prepared in

469 accordance with standards approved by the Speaker as an

470 individual tribute for the member sponsoring the measure.

471
472 5.10—Bills Filed During an Interim

473| During the period between the organization session and the
474 convening of the first regular session of the legislative
475| biennium and during the period between the first and second

476 regular sessions of the legislative biennium, members may file
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477 for introduction bills that have been prepared or reviewed by
478 the House Bill Drafting Service.

479
480 5.11-Requirements for Introduction

481 (a) All bills (other than an appropriations bill,

482 concurrent resolutions relating to organization of the

483 Legislature, resolutions relating to organization of the House,
484 concurrent resolutions pertaining to extension of a session,

485 reviser's bills, bills proposing any reapportionment or

486 redistricting of the state's legislative or congressional

487 districts, and recall of acts from the Governor) shall either be
488| prepared or, in the case of local bills, reviewed by the House
489| Bill Drafting Service. After completion and delivery by the

490| House Bill Drafting Service, no change may be made in the text
491 or title of the bill without returning the bill to the House

492 Bill Drafting Service before filing.

493 (b) The House Bill Drafting Service shall notify any

494| member proposing a bill of any identical or substantially

495 similar bill that has been filed and the name of the sponsor of
496 such bill.

497
498 5.12—Identification

499| Each bill shall be given a number and filed with the Clerk by
500 the House Bill Drafting Service. Bills shall be serially

501 numbered in an odd-numbered sequence, except that bills of a
502 similar type may be serially numbered separately. The Clerk
503 shall validate the original copy of each bill, and each page

504 thereof, to ensure its identification as the item introduced in
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505| order to prevent unauthorized or improper substitutions
506 therefor.

507
508 5.13—Companion Measures

509| A companion Senate bill must be substantially similar in

510| wording, and identical as to specific intent and purpose, to the
511 House bill for which it is being substituted. Whenever a House
512 bill is reached on the floor for consideration, either on second
513 or third reading, and there is also pending on the Calendar of
514 the House a companion bill already passed by the Senate, it

515 shall be in order to move that the Senate companion bill be

516| substituted and considered in lieu of the House bill. Such

517| motion may be adopted by a majority vote, provided the Senate
518| Dbill is on the same reading; otherwise, the motion shall be to
519| waive the rules by a two-thirds vote and substitute such Senate
520 bill. At the moment the House substitutes the Senate companion
521| bill or takes up a Senate bill in lieu of a House bill, the

522| House bill so replaced shall be automatically laid on the table.
523
524 RULE SIX—REFERENCE
525
526 6.1—Speaker to Refer Legislation

527 The authority to make bill referrals rests with the Speaker,
528 except as otherwise provided in these rules.

529
530 6.2—Reference: Generally

531 (a) Bills, upon filing or introduction, whether House or

532 Senate, may be referred by the Speaker to one or more committees

Page 19 of 88

hr00010-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATIVE S

HR 10 ORIGINAL 20120

533| or subcommittees or any combination thereof or to the Calendar
534 of the House. The order of reference shall be determined by the
535 Speaker.

536 (b) References of bills and the nature of any documents
537 referred shall be recorded in the Journal.

538
539 6.3—Reference: Exception

540| A Senate bill with a House companion may be paired with the
541 companion House bill at whatever its stage of consideration,
542| provided both bills are on the same reading.

543
544 6.4—Reference of Resolutions, Concurrent Resolutions: Exception
545| Resolutions on House organization and concurrent resolutions
546| pertaining to extension of the session may be taken up upon

547| motion and adopted at the time of introduction without

548 reference.

549
550 6.5—Appropriations or Tax Measures: Withdrawal from a Fiscal

551 Committee or Subcommittee; Additional Reference

552 (a) A bill in the possession of a fiscal committee or

553 subcommittee that has been amended by report from a committee or
554 subcommittee of previous reference to remove its fiscal impact
555| may be withdrawn from the fiscal committee or subcommittee on a
556| point of order raised by the committee chair of the fiscal

557 committee having possession of the bill or jurisdiction over the
558 subcommittee having possession of the bill.

559 (b) If an amendment adopted on the floor of the House

560 affects an appropriation or a tax matter, upon a point of order
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561| made by the chair or vice chair of a fiscal committee, the bill
562| may be referred by the Speaker, with the amendment, to an

563 appropriate committee or subcommittee. If the bill, as amended
564 on the floor, is reported favorably without further amendment,
565 it shall be returned to the same reading as when referred. If
566 the bill, as amended on the floor, is reported favorably with
567 further amendment, it shall be returned to second reading.

568
569 6.6—Reference of Veto Messages

570 The Speaker may refer veto messages to the appropriate committee

571 or subcommittee for a recommendation.

572

573 RULE SEVEN—COMMITTEES AND SUBCOMMITTEES
574

575 PART ONE—Organization

576

577 7.1-Standing Committees and Subcommittees

578 (a) The following standing committees, and the standing
579| subcommittees within their respective jurisdictions, are

580 established:

581 (1) Appropriations Committee.

582 a. Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations

583 Subcommittee.

584 b. Education Appropriations Subcommittee.

585 c. Finance & Tax Subcommittee.

586 d. Government Operations Appropriations Subcommittee.
587 e. Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee.

588 f. Justice Appropriations Subcommittee.
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589 g. Transportation & Economic Development Appropriations

590 Subcommittee.

591 (2) Economic Affairs Committee.

592 a Economic Development & Tourism Subcommittee.

593 b. Transportation & Highway Safety Subcommittee.

594 c. Veteran & Military Affairs Subcommittee.

595 (3) Education Committee.

596 a. Choice & Innovation Subcommittee.

597 b. Higher Education & Workforce Subcommittee.

598 c. K-12 Subcommittee.

599 (4) Health & Human Services Committee.

600 a. Health Innovation Subcommittee.

601 b. Health Quality Subcommittee.

602 c. Healthy Families Subcommittee.

603 (5) Judiciary Committee.

604 a. Civil Justice Subcommittee.

605 b. Criminal Justice Subcommittee.

006 (6) Local & Federal Affairs Committee.

007 (7) Regulatory Affairs Committee.

608 a. Business & Professional Regulation Subcommittee.

609 b. Energy & Utilities Subcommittee.

610 c. Insurance & Banking Subcommittee.

611 (8) Rules & Calendar Committee.

612 a. Rulemaking Oversight & Repeal Subcommittee.

613 (9) State Affairs Committee.

614 a. Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee.

615 b. Ethics & Elections Subcommittee.

616 c. Government Operations Subcommittee.
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617 (b) For purposes of these rules, the term "committee"
618 includes subcommittee, except where the context indicates
619 otherwise.

620
621 7.2—Committee and Subcommittee Appointments

622 The Speaker may appoint the chair, the wvice chair, and any co-
623 chairs as he or she deems necessary, as well as all members, for
624 each standing House committee and subcommittee. The Speaker may
625 appoint the House chair and all House members of each conference
626 committee, joint committee, and joint select committee created
627| Dby agreement of the House and Senate or of the Speaker and the
628 President of the Senate. The Speaker shall give written notice
629| of each such appointment to the Clerk for publication. After the
630 Speaker has made committee and subcommittee appointments, the
631| Minority Leader may name a Minority Conference member of any

632 committee or subcommittee as "ranking member" of that committee
633 or subcommittee, subject to the approval of the Speaker.

634
635 7.3—Powers of the Chair

636| A committee or subcommittee chair has authority to sign all
637 notices, vouchers, and reports required or permitted by these
638 rules. The chair has authority, subject to approval by the

639 Speaker, to sign all subpoenas issued under these rules. The
640 chair has all authority necessary to ensure the orderly

641 operation of the committee or subcommittee, including, but not
642 limited to, presiding over meetings, establishing each meeting
643 agenda, determining the order in which matters are to be taken

644 up, recognizing or not recognizing non-member presenters, and
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645| deciding questions of order. Decisions on questions of order may
646| be appealed pursuant to Rule 2.3(b), but there shall be no

647 appeal of the chair's recognition.

648
649 7.4—Absence of the Chair

650 In the absence of the chair and all co-chairs, the vice chair,
651 if any, shall assume the duty to convene and preside over

652| meetings and such other duties as the Speaker may assign, unless
653 a temporary chair has been appointed by the Speaker. During a
654| meeting properly convened, the presiding chair, vice chair, or
655| temporary chair may temporarily assign the duty to preside at
656 that meeting to another committee or subcommittee member until
657 the assignment is relinquished or revoked.

658
659| 7.5-Term of Appointment

660 All standing committee or subcommittee chairs, vice chairs, and
661| members serve at the pleasure of the Speaker. All standing

662 committee and subcommittee appointments made by the Speaker in
663| accordance with Rule 7.2 shall be made before each regular

664 session is convened and shall expire on August 1 of odd-numbered
665 years or, 1if the Legislature is convened in special or extended
666 session on that date, upon adjournment sine die of such session.
667
668 7.6—Creation of Select Committees

669| At any time, the Speaker may create a select committee and shall
670 appoint the membership and name the chair and vice chair. A

671 select committee may include the entire membership of the House.

672| A select committee has the jurisdiction, authority, and powers
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673| and duties assigned to it by the Speaker and exists for the

674| period of time specified by the Speaker. The Speaker shall give
675| written notice of the creation of a select committee to the

676| Clerk for publication.

677
678 7.7-Ex officio Members

679 The Speaker may designate the Speaker pro tempore or the

680| Majority Leader as an ex officio, voting member of any committee
681 or subcommittee. In addition, the Speaker may designate a

682 committee chair as an ex officio, voting member of any

683 subcommittee within the committee's jurisdiction. The

684 designation shall be made in writing and addressed to the chair
685| of the committee or subcommittee. Prior to the start of the

686| committee or subcommittee meeting, a copy of the designation

687 shall be provided to the Minority Leader. Only one ex officio
688| member may sit and vote at a time on any one committee or

689 subcommittee.

690
691 7.8—Meetings of Committees and Subcommittees

692 Committees and subcommittees shall meet only within the dates,
693| times, and locations designated or authorized by the Speaker.
694 Committees and subcommittees shall meet at the call of the

695 chair.

696
697 7.9—Consideration of Proposed Committee and Subcommittee Bills
698| Before a standing committee or subcommittee may consider a

699| proposed committee or subcommittee bill, the chair shall submit

700 a written request to the Speaker for approval. A request for
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701| approval to consider a proposed subcommittee bill shall be

702 cosigned by the chair of the committee with jurisdiction over
703 the subcommittee. In introducing a proposed committee or

704 subcommittee bill, the chair must designate a member of the

705 originating committee or subcommittee as first-named cosponsor,
706| with the approval of such member.

707
708 7.10—Conference Committees

709 (a) The Speaker shall determine the number of House

710| managers needed for all conference committees. A conference

711 committee report shall require the signatures and affirmative
712 votes of a majority of the managers on the part of each house.
713 Such reports may recommend action on amendments previously

714| adopted by the House or Senate, recommend action on additional
715| compromise amendments, or offer an amendment deleting everything
716 after the enacting clause. New amendments recommended by the

717 conference committee shall accompany the report.

718 (b) The receiving of conference committee reports shall
719| always be in order, except when the House is voting on any

720| proposition. When a conference committee report i1s presented to
721 the House, the procedure shall be:

722 (1) First to vote on a motion to accept the report in its
723| entirety. The motion shall not be subject to amendment. If this
724| vote fails, the report shall be automatically recommitted to the
725 conference committee.

